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HSA Newsletter, Summer 2015
HSA News & Notes
New Website!
The Hungarian Studies Association is getting a
new website! It is still in progress, but check it out
so far at hungarianstudiesweb.wordpress.com.
Email suggestions of things to add to
HungStudiesAssoc@gmail.com, our new allpurpose administrative email address.
Invite your Colleagues
Do you have friends or colleagues whose work is
relevant to HSA? Encourage them to join! New
membership instructions are available online.
Dues
Please do not forget to pay your annual dues!
Paying dues is required to be a voting member
at the meeting in November. You can pay online
through Paypal at
http://www.hungarianstudies.info/membership.h
tml or by check ($25) payable to HSA, c/o Susan
Glanz, 1550 East 9th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11230.
HSA Book Prize
2015 is the year for the HSA book prize! Eligible
are all books related to Hungarian studies
published in English in calendar year 2013 and
2014. The goal of the book prize is to recognize
quality scholarship in Hungarian studies and
support Hungarian studies in the United States.

The prize committee particularly encourages
nominations of ambitious junior scholars who
will benefit from the prize early in their careers.
Send nominations to Karl Brown
(brownk@uww.edu), Árpád von Klimo
(klimo@cua.edu), and Jeff Pennington
(jpennington@berkeley.edu). The deadline for
nominations is October 1st.
Annual Meeting
The Hungarian Studies Association annual
meeting will take place at the Association for
Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies
Annual Convention on November 19-22, 2015
at the Philadelphia Downtown Marriott Hotel.
More details will be announced by email and
in the Fall edition of the newsletter, which will
appear in early November. This will include
information on panels involving HSA members.
Table of Contents
1

HSA News & Notes

2

“Hungarian History at the U.S.
Holocaust Museum Archive” by
Leslie M. Waters

3

“On Serving as a Visiting Lecturer
at a Hungarian University” by
James W. Oberly

4

Announcements

1
2
3

Hungarian History at the U.S.
Holocaust Museum Archive
Leslie M. Waters
•
•

•

Assistant Professor of History, Randolph-Macon College
Gunzenberg-Reichman Family Fellow for the Study of Slovakia
at the Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo: the author with her UCLA adviser, Prof. Ivan Berend

Over the summer I had the
opportunity to be a visiting scholar
at the Jack, Joseph and Morton
Mandel Center for Advanced
Holocaust Studies at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum
in Washington, DC. My work at the
museum is to integrate the regional
story of the Holocaust into my
larger project about the history of
the Hungarian-Slovak borderlands
between 1938 and 1948. In doing
so, I am drawing heavily on the
archival collections and library
holdings at the USHMM. This archive
contains large amounts of
materials that may be of interest to
other HSA members as well.

“Vivamus porta
est sed est.”

The United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington,
DC houses an extensive archive
that collects materials on a broad
range of subjects pertaining to the
Holocaust. Since the museum’s
opening in 1993, the archive’s
collections have grown to include
over 11,000 collections, which
include videos, photographs, and
textual records. The museum also
collects material objects and
monographs related to the
Holocaust. The USHMM’s library and
archive are open to the public on
weekdays from 10 to 5.
The collections at the USHMM
pertaining to Hungary are
expansive and largely
underutilized. The USHMM has
collected documents from a
handful of archives in Hungary,
including the Hungarian National
Archives, State Security Archives,
2

Hungarian Jewish Archives, and
Budapest City Archives.
Researchers who are closer to
Washington, DC than to
Budapest may find a trip to the
museum can greatly expedite
their research process. Most of
the Hungarian materials are on
microfilm and have finding aids
that are available online. Once
you have identified the microfilm
reels you want to see, you can
order them in advance of your
visit. The archive also maintains a
digital collection that is
accessible off-site. Many of the
records pertaining to war crimes
trials in Hungary have been
digitized by the USHMM. In
addition to collections copied
from repositories in Hungary, there
are also unique donated
collections from families and
individuals who lived in Hungary
during the Second World War.
Most materials in the Hungarian
collections were created
between 1930 and 1955 and
touch upon a wide variety of
subjects. Particular strengths of
the collection include documents
on prewar Jewish life in Hungary,
Jewish labor battalions, antiJewish decrees and legislation,
the Jews of Budapest in 1944, and
the postwar trials of perpetrators
of the Holocaust. The photo
archive houses hundreds of
photos taken in Hungary. This
collection, which is largely
digitized, can be easily searched
geographically. There are also a
large number of oral history

interviews available at the USHMM
archive: sound recordings, video
recordings, and some transcripts. All
together, these materials make the
collections a critical resource.
Scholars who are interested in a
wide variety of topics may find
these collections useful. In my
research, I have come across
documents that speak to the
functioning of interwar and wartime
Hungarian governments, the
relationship between Hungary and
neighboring states, Hungary’s
territorial expansion, smuggling,
Jewish-Gentile relations in local
communities, and postwar justice
processes, just to name the most
obvious. I am particularly excited
about the records of National
Central Authority for Controlling
Foreigners (Külföldieket Ellenőrző
Országos Központi Hatóság –
KEOKH), which were recently made
available at the USHMM archive.
Having a wide variety of records
available at a single location makes
more ambitious research agendas
possible and will lead to more
nuanced scholarship. I am certainly
grateful for the opportunity to spend
a few months researching at the
USHMM and I would encourage
other scholars interested twentiethcentury Hungarian history to
consider a trip to the archive as well!
The views expressed in this article
are those of the author alone and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the HSA or any of the institutions
being discussed.
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On Serving as a
Visiting Lecturer at a
Hungarian University
James W. Oberly
•
•

Professor of History, University of WisconsinEau Claire
Fulbright László Országh Chair in American
Studies, Károli Gáspár Reformed University,
Spring 2013

In 2011, I attended a campus workshop about
Fulbright teaching fellowships. Encouraged by my
colleagues and my department chair and dean, I
decided to use one semester out of my upcoming
2012-13 sabbatical leave to seek a Fulbright award.
My first choice was selecting a country to seek my
Fulbright award. I considered Slovakia and Romania,
but decided Hungary would be my first choice. As
part of a church-related project in Hungarianspeaking Transylvania, I had begun studying
Hungarian language and culture a few years earlier,
taking courses at Debrecen’s Summer Institute. Once
I settled on Hungary, my next task was to find a
supporting host institution. My family wanted to live in
Budapest and I was grateful that Károli Gáspár
Református Egyetem (KRE) offered to host me. I
prepared to teach US immigration history with a focus
on migrants from the Dual Monarchy to the US and
Native American history and culture. The North
American Studies Department at Debrecen also
asked me to teach the immigration history course. I
worked out a schedule where I was in residence at
KRE with one class on Monday afternoon and one on
Wednesday afternoon, and a class at Debrecen on
alternate Fridays.
The Hungarian-American Fulbright Commission was
wonderful in helping my family find a lovely and very
affordable flat near Ferenciek Terre, an easy walk to
KRE. Upon arrival in Hungary, the Commission
undertook a thorough orientation to my cohort of
grantee-fellows. We were scattered across the
country at different universities and in different fields,
some of us teaching at the undergraduate level and
others in professional and graduate programs.
Perhaps the most surprising element of Fulbright
orientation was learning about the Hungarian higher
education system, at least at the undergraduate
level. We Fulbright grantees learned that our students
need to earn 180 credits for a degree, not the US
threshold of 120, and moreover, that Hungarian
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students did so in three years, not the four (or more)
common to a US undergraduate baccalaureate. The
typical Hungarian student had to average 30 credits
per term, some ten classes, an unimaginable workload for a US college student.
My dean at KRE suggested I offer seminars rather than
lectures, the better to work with students on their
English, with the additional attraction to students that
seminars earned four credits. The dean’s office set my
class size at 54, not what I considered a seminar-size
class, but I was assured that when students saw my
syllabus with its weekly reading and writing
assignments, actual enrollment would not be
anywhere near 54. That proved true, especially after
the first class meeting of Native American history and
culture, when enrollment fell from an initial 29 to just
19. Ten decided the class was too much work. My
immigration class enrolled just 13 students, also a
dropoff from a higher initial enrollment. At Debrecen,
the department chair monitored enrollment and only
allowed in seven of his best students. In all, I had just
39 students spread over three classes on three class
days, a much lighter load than I normally carry at my
home university where I am expected to teach at
least 150 students per semester over three courses.
My students at KRE were mainly first and second year
undergraduates, several of whom were ERASMUS
students, notably a quartet from Spain studying in
Hungary for the year. English was a second or third
language for all my KRE students. I learned in class to
slow down my delivery, repeat myself, and whenever
possible, try to utter my thoughts in Hungarian. I
promised my students that nobody would be left
behind because of problems with English-language
comprehension. I scheduled daily office hours,
Monday through Thursday, so that my KRE students
could come for help on reading comprehension and
writing. One disappointment for me was that none of
my KRE students came to office hours for help on
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reading or writing in English. Nevertheless, my
KRE students got better, I thought, over the
semester, as they got into the rhythm of reading
a journal article or book chapter each week,
discussing it, and then writing a short reaction.
My Debrecen students were third-year and
masters level. They studied in the North
American Studies program and had excellent
skills in reading, writing, speaking and thinking in
English. As I was only on campus every other
Friday, I could not offer them the same outside
help during office hours, but then again, they
did not need it as much as the younger KRE
students. They were excellent from the start, fully
capable of doing work at a high level in a US
university; indeed, I encouraged each of them
to consider applying for their own Fulbright to
come to the US for post-graduate study.
Every one of my KRE students came to see me
the last week of class to request that I sign
something called a "leckekönyv," a clothbound
personal gradebook with the name of every
class taken, every grade earned, with every line
signed by an instructor. I had already entered
the grades digitally in the online NEPTUN system,
but students still had to secure my signature in
their personal booklet. One student making
such a request turned out to be an ERASMUS
student who had skipped every class, and then
on the last day, emailed me a batch of files
containing the dozen required weekly written
assignments; it was immediately apparent that
she had simply copied them from another
student. When I told her she had failed the
class, she protested that I was being unfair. I
have had many conversations with US students
about why they failed my class, but never one
quite like the ERASMUS student who thought she
deserved credit for a class she never attended
and for one in which she displayed complete
contempt for academic integrity.
Overall, I enjoyed my visiting lectureship at KRE
and at Debrecen. I found the students equal or
surpassing in ability the ones I regularly teach in
Wisconsin. Once I figured out the difference in
expectations, and once the students figured me
out, we got along fine and learned together. I
remain Facebook friends with a dozen or so from
KRE and Debrecen, two years after our last class.
The views expressed in this article are those of
the author alone and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the HSA or any of the institutions
being discussed.
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Announcements
The 2015 Hungarian Studies Review, edited by Nándor F.
Dreisziger, is being printed and will be mailed to
members soon! This issue includes a special section on
“Hungary and International Relations in the Interwar
Years,” with articles by Éva Mathey, Zsolt Nagy, and
András Becker. It also articles by Virginia L. Lewis, Agatha
Schwartz, Katherine Magyarody, and Nándor Dreisziger;
reviews by Edit Nagy, Susan Glanz, Agatha Schwartz, and
Anđelko Vlašić; and an obituary for Gábor Vermes.
István Deák’s new book, Europe on Trial: The Story of
Collaboration, Resistance, and Retribution During World
War II has been widely reviewed to critical acclaim,
including the New York Review of Books:
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2015/aug/13/
istvan-deak-when-europe-failed/
Árpád v. Klimó (Catholic U) is currently working on a book
on the 1942 Novi Sad massacre and its afterlife in Socialist
Hungary, studying the trials of perpetrators – beginning
with the first trial of 1943/44 still under Horthy – as well as
the debate around the book and film “Cold Days”
(1964/1966), in the context of political, social, and
cultural changes in Hungary until 1989.
Leslie M. Waters published “Adjudicating Loyalty: Identity
Politics and Civil Administration in the Hungarian-Slovak
Borderlands, 1938-1940,” in Contemporary European
History, Vol. 24 Issue 3, August 2015.
Cleveland State University is now openly offering
Hungarian languages courses online. Beginning
Hungarian I and Beginning Hungarian II will both be
offered 1/11/16 – 3/18/16. The cost is $300. To register, visit
http://www.campusce.net/csulanguages/category/cat
egory.aspx?S=13
The American Hungarian Educators Association invites
submissions for its 2016 issue, emphasizing the theme of
crossing borders. Guidelines of submission are at:
http://ahea.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/ahea/about/submissi
ons#authorGuidelines.
What was it like teaching Eastern European studies this
fall with Hungary in the news so much in regard to
refugee crisis? Contact the secretary if you’d like to write
a short pedagogical piece of the next newsletter about
teaching history and current events.
Have an announcement?
To have an announcement added to the HSA newsletter,
simply email the secretary at
HungStudiesAssoc@gmail.com. They will appear
quarterly, roughly in the spring, summer, fall, and winter.

