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HSA Newsletter, Spring 2015
HSA News & Notes
Updated Member Info and Inviting New
Members
All members should have received an email
about updating their member info. Please fill out
the questionnaire so that your contact info will
be incorporated into the new mailing system. If
you did not receive the link or it did not work,
email the secretary at kepoznan@email.wm.
edu. Do you have friends or colleagues whose
work is relevant to the HSA? Share the email and
encourage them to join!
Dues
Please do not forget to pay your annual dues!
You can pay online through Paypal on our
website or by check ($25) to HSA, c/o Susan
Glanz, St. John's U, College of Professional
Studies, 8000 Utopia Parkway, Queens, NY 11439.
HSA Book Prize
2015 is the year for the HSA book prize! Eligible
are all books related to Hungarian studies
published in English between 2013 and 2015. The
goal of the book prize is to recognize quality
scholarship in Hungarian studies and also support
Hungarian studies in the United States. The prize
committee particularly encourages nominations
of ambitious junior scholars who will benefit from
the prize early in their careers. Send nominations

to Karl Brown (brownk@uww.edu), Árpád von
Klimo (klimo@cua.edu), and Jeff Pennington
(jpennington@berkeley.edu).
Facebook and Website
The HSA is on Facebook! Like us at
https://www.facebook.com/hungarianstudiesa
ssociation?fref=ts. Stay tuned for updates to the
HSA website this spring.
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The Challenges of
Conducting Oral History in
Hungary Today
Johanna Mellis, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History,
University of Florida
Like other scholars before me, I am
fortunate enough to be
conducting dissertation research
for the academic year in Hungary
on a Fulbright Student grant. My
dissertation, entitled, “Negotiation
Through Sport: Navigating
Everyday Life in Communist
Hungary,” examines the changing
relationship between elite athletes
and the Hungarian state from 1948
to 1989. While doing research for
the project in Hungarian archives, I
quickly realized that that interviews
would need to form a significant
part of my source base, due to the
Hungarian Communist state’s
hesitancy to document the
benefits afforded to athletes on
paper.

“Vivamus porta
est sed est.”

With the help of a few Hungarian
scholars and their contacts, in 2013
I interviewed three members of the
Hungarian sport community from
before 1989, including István Buda,
president of the Hungarian
Olympic Committee from 1978 to
1985. Having completed these
interviews with relatively few
complications, I started my
Fulbright grant optimistic about the
opportunity to conduct more oral
histories. Despite being an
American with no familial roots with
Hungary, I naively believed that my
background would not impede my
ability to contact athletes and
persuade them to share their life
stories with me.
A few months into the grant period,
I confronted the reality that the
interviews would not happen as
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seamlessly as I expected.
Although the Hungarian sport
world is a small community,
athletes largely limit their
relationships to colleagues within
their own sport. Relying on a few
contacts within the sport world
was, therefore, not enough. I
thus found that more extensive
networking was necessary in
order to conduct a diverse set
of interviews. I interviewed a few
athletes in the fall of 2014,
including an Olympic champion
canoeist who remains active in
sport administration today. All of
these athletes, however, were
hesitant to connect me with
their colleagues. While they
proved willing to share their own
stories, these athletes remained
hesitant to pass my name along,
perhaps in protection of their
friends’ privacy.
Since my arrival, my original
Hungarian contacts have
continued to try to connect me
with former athletes, even
though this is not always an easy
process. In fact, one friend, a
former basketball player, even
resorted to cold-calling athletes
from a list of phone numbers
that I obtained from a sports
writer. Perhaps unsurprisingly, this
approach proved largely
unsuccessful. Moreover, when I
tried contacting athletes on my
own, either through email or in
person, it proved quite difficult
to get them to agree to an
interview, or receive a response
from them at all, for that matter.

The author with Olympic rings on the
Danube. She is currently a Fulbright
student grantee in Hungary.
Ultimately, I think it is difficult for
Hungarian athletes, many of whom
remain major heroes in Hungarian
society today, to grasp why an
American scholar would be
contacting them. It seems then, that
the best point of contact with these
athletes is through other Hungarians,
preferably someone who has a close
personal connection with the
specific athlete whom I want to
interview. Once I establish that “I am
a friend of so-and-so,” the athletes
usually express sincere interest in
sharing their stories and memories
with me. The need to develop
connections “inside” the various
Hungarian sport associations and
with more publically-known athletes
prompted me to change my tactics
for obtaining oral histories.
From what I can surmise, the
athletes’ reluctance to connect me
with their colleagues, coupled with
others’ aversion to being interviewed
about their lives under Communism,
stems from different but related
sources. The main issue pertains to
how Hungarians view the
Communist period today, both in
their collective and individual
memories (an issue which I am
analyzing in my dissertation and will
not get into here). One recent
episode that I believe has
compounded Hungarians’
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reluctance to discuss the Communist past involves the Béla Biszku interview and
his subsequent criminal investigation and trial for allegedly denying Communist
crimes. Additionally, the fact that I am an “outsider” leads people to think that I
do not understand Hungarian history, and thus will judge their past actions more
harshly than a Hungarian; several of the interviewees even apologized for
going overboard in explaining their stories and memories, as they worried that I
did not grasp “what life was really like” under Communism. Despite the
complications in securing interviews, many of the interviewees have actually
been quite enthusiastic about sharing stories of their past to someone other
than a family member.
As a practitioner of oral history in Hungary, it is essential to treat the issue of the
communist past, and the reluctance with which some Hungarians are willing to
share their stories, with great care (especially in the case of those who
benefitted in some form from the regime). The
issue is not limited to athletes. Nor
byline
is it entirely specific to Hungary, as Central Europeans
a whole are still
Lorem as
Ipsum
struggling to come to terms with their Communist pasts. Moreover, the issues I
examine in my dissertation (such topics as smuggling and receiving benefits
from the state) remain sensitive subjects for athletes to discuss even today.
It is not easy for Americans to crack into the world of Hungarian history; it is even
harder, I think, to conduct oral histories without the right connections and
networking capabilities. This is perhaps made even more challenging within a
community like the Hungarian sport community, which has been highly
politicized practically since its inception. Persistence, then, is key, as is a
sensitivity to the multitude of issues surrounding the themes of memory and
communism. Fortunately for me, a former college swimmer (a distance
swimmer and butterflyer at that), perseverance is part of my DNA.
The views expressed in this article are those of the author alone and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the HSA or any of the institutions being discussed.

Fulbright Hungary Opportunities
The competition is open for Fulbright grants
to Hungary for the 2016-17 academic year!
Applications for scholars, to teach at
Hungarian universities or to conduct
research, are due August 3rd; see
http://catalog.cies.org/searchResults.aspx?
wa=&dc=HU&di=.
Applications for recent college graduates
and graduate students, to research a
project of their own design or teach English,
are due mid-October; see
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/countries/select
edcountry/hungary.
For more information on the Hungarian
Fulbright Commission, visit
http://www.fulbright.hu.
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The Best of Study
Abroad in Budapest:
Bard-CEU
Kaitlyn Vitez, Senior, University of Vermont
For thousands of American undergrads, study
abroad is a rite of passage. For some, it is a
chance to escape from the tiresome routines of
college life and to explore new places and
cultures. For others, it is a window to network for
further research and job opportunities, and to
escape one’s comfort zone. It is a time for
cluttered Instagram feeds, stateside jealousy, and
half-remembered overnight trains between Points
A and B. A student’s choice of program makes all
the difference between a three-month stint in
Spain or Australia spent traveling and with minimal
academic growth or responsibilities, or an eyeopening semester of fresh debate and interaction
with students of new perspectives and
backgrounds. At Central European University,
American undergrads can take challenging
courses within one of the most well-respected
schools in Europe, without sacrificing their thirst for
new adventures.
Organized through the international education
office of Bard College in upstate New York, the
Bard-CEU program aims to simplify the often
complicated process of transferring credits back
to the US. As a graduate school with dual
certifications in Hungarian and the US, traditional
CEU students receive their diploma through both
the Hungarian and SUNY university systems, easing
their transition between differing national
accreditation plans. [This can make it an
appealing option for American students for
Masters programs.] Bard-CEU students get their
transcript issued from Bard, who works with each
student’s home university registrar to ensure
smooth credit transfer and distribution. Two-credit
language classes meet once weekly during the
evening; students can study Hungarian, German,
French, Arabic, and several other languages. Core
academic classes across all disciplines are four
credits, and meet in one or two sessions per week,
with two-credit electives operating on more
specific schedules.
The high caliber of the Bard-CEU academic
program regularly attracts students from Yale,

4

Enjoying forralt bor at the Vörösmárty Square Christmas
Market.

Wellesley, Swarthmore, Sarah Lawrence, and similar
institutions; students who are the first from their school to
go, like I was from the University of Vermont, will find the
Bard program advisors willing to help with paperwork to
facilitate their trip and credit transfer. In addition, students
of color or of Hungarian heritage will find several meritand need-based scholarships to fund their studies in
Budapest. Within CEU, students on the Bard-CEU program
declare their major in a specific department, but are free
to enroll in courses in any department they choose.
During the zero-week introductory period, students can
meet with professors and classmates to determine their
final schedule. Even though I declared in Sociology, I only
took one class there; political science, Hungarian, and
international relations took up most of my time. The bestknown departments at CEU are its international relations
program, one of the most highly ranked on the continent,
and history, which specializes in the medieval and
communist eras. The gender studies and political science
departments are also popular with Bard-CEU students.
The core of the program for Bard-CEU students is the
cultural experience that only Budapest can offer. During
the length of their stay, students are supervised and
advised by a member of the CEU student services, who
arranges their housing in two- or four-person flats within a
few blocks of the CEU campus. Each semester, the
program is kept small, perhaps only ten or twelve
students, to offer attentive and personally enriching
programming. Trips from Budapest to Vienna and
Szentendre are the highlights of group programs, which
also include stops at museums, Parliament, and favorite
local restaurants. Within the greater CEU community,
Student Life offers international talent shows, Hungarian
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wine tastings, and guest lecturers
to enhance cultural immersion.
The in-house travel office can
book tickets to cities like Prague
or Krakow to let students explore
Eastern Europe independently or
in small groups. Of course, the
CEU graduate students are
always willing to share tips to
eager Americans to visit their
home countries, and to welcome
the Bard-CEU students into their
cohort’s social events. This
institutional structure from both
Bard and CEU more broadly
made for an accessible,
immersive experience.
In the end, the small moments I
spent with my new international
friends are what will matter most: I
could have stayed forever
wandering the Christmas market
at the nearby Vörösmarty Square,
learning the finer points of
espresso brewing from my
diplomatic negotiations professor,
or contorting my mouth around
the four different pronunciations
of the letter “o.” The time I spent
at CEU not only allowed me to
explore my interests in
international relations and
cultural politics, but also to
prepare for graduate school. The
academic rigor, combined with
the travel opportunity of a
lifetime, set the Bard-CEU
program apart from all the others.
For any of your students looking
for a different kind of study
abroad experience, I can suggest
no better place than at the
Central European University.
The views expressed in this article
are those of the author alone and
do not necessarily reflect the
views of the HSA or any of the
institutions being discussed. For
more information, check out
Bard-CEU Study Abroad,
ceu.bard.edu, or CEU itself,
http://www.ceu.edu.

General Announcements
Debrecen Summer School
University of Debrecen and Debrecen Summer School will continue
their joint program of offering academic courses in English to
international students in summer 2015. These courses cover a wide
range of disciplines from the arts through history to natural
sciences. All of them have been designed and will be conducted
by faculty with substantial international experience. Session 1 (19
July – 1 August 2015) will include courses in Hungarian History and
Culture in the 19th-20th Centuries, Natural and Cultural Tourist
Attractions in Hungary, and Communist and Post-Communist
Hungarian Cinema. Session 2 (2 – 15 August 2015) will offer The
Unknown Transylvania: Legends and Facts, A Historical and Literary
Survey of Travel Writing on/in Hungary, Hungarian Music History,
and A Tale of Two Cities: Debrecen, the Calvinist Rome, and Eger,
the Stronghold of Christian Europe. Applicants should email
debrecen@nyariegyetem.hu. Application Deadline: 31 May 2015.
Central European Institute at Quinnipiac University
The Central European Institute at Quinnipiac University has
published its 2014 annual report. It is available at
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/institutes-and-centers/centraleuropean-institute/
American Hungarian Educators Association 2015 Annual
Conference
The AHEA’s annual conference will be held July 9-11 at the BabeşBolyai University in Kolozsvár/Cluj-Napoca, Romania. AHEA
welcomes participation by academic scholars, independent
scholars, other educators, and graduate students who are
devoted to the teaching, research, and dissemination of
Hungarian culture, history, folklore, literature, language, fine arts,
and music. This year’s theme is Identities Beyond Borders. More
information can be found at http://ahea.net/conferences/2015.
Summer Conferences in Budapest
The Czech Institute of Academic Education z.s. and Czech
Technical University in Prague are organizing two academic
conferences in Budapest on July 10-11, 2015: International
Academic Conference on Teaching, Learning and E-learning
(http://www.conferences-scientific.cz/inpage/conferencebudapest-iactlel-2015) and International Academic Conference
on Management, Economics and Marketing
(http://www.conferences-scientific.cz/inpage/conferencebudapest-iacmem-2015). The deadline for abstracts/proposals for
both conferences is May 31, 2015.
AHA 2015 Meeting of Representatives of the Affiliated Societies
The report from the 2015 Meeting of Representatives of the
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Affiliated Societies can be found online at
http://communities.historians.org/communities/resources/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=43c5317d58fb-4034-bc43-fa5b3157ffef&MessageKey=0b51dd3c-4761-4d59-acf1-bb394227aa7f
Harriman Institute NEH Summer Institutes
HSA members Holly Case, Peter Pastor, Jim Niessen, Thomas Sakmyster, Susan Glanz, and Kristina
Poznan participated in the NEH Summer Institute on “America’s East Central Europeans: Migration
and Memory” held at Columbia University in June 2014. Helpful bibliographies and other information
can be found at http://nehsummerinst.columbia.edu. The Harriman Institute for Russian, Eurasian,
and East European Studies at Columbia University frequently hosts NEH Summer Institutes; check
each year for relevant topics.
Dulverton Scholarships at University of Oxford
Do you know a deserving Hungarian student interesting in studying for a Master’s degree at Oxford?
Let them know about the Dulverton scholarship, which supports a full year of study.
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/graduate-scholarships/university-widescholarships/dulverton-scholarships
33rd György Ránki Hungarian Chair Conference
The 33rd György Ránki Hungarian Chair Conference was held on March 28-29 at Indiana University.
The theme was "Transformations of Urban Social Fabric in East Central Europe, 1880 to present.” The
conference offered presentations from leading Hungarian scholars and professionals in various
facets and phenomena related to urbanization, from generalized topics to more detailed ones, from
the late 19th century to the present globalized age.
Summer Research Laboratory (SRL) on Russia, Eastern Europe, and Eurasia at the University of Illinois
The SRL is open to all scholars with research interests in the Russian, East European and Eurasian
region for eight weeks during the summer months from mid-June through the first week of August. The
SRL provides scholars access to the resources of the University of Illinois Slavic collection within a
flexible time frame where scholars have the opportunity to seek advice and research support from
the librarians of the Slavic Reference Service (SRS). Applications due April 15.
See http://www.reeec.illinois.edu/srl/.
Have an announcement?
To have an announcement added to the HSA newsletter, simply email the secretary at
kepoznan@email.wm.edu. The newsletters will appear quarterly in roughly the first week of January,
April, July, and October. Try to give at least two weeks notice before the release date if possible!

Summer 2015 Hungarian Studies Opportunities
Have students interested in learning Hungarian or taking courses in Central European studies for
credit this summer? The following summer language and study programs may be of interest:
·
The Slavic, East European, and Near Eastern Summer Language Institute at the University of
Pittsburgh: http://sli.slavic.pitt.edu/content/east-european-languages
·
Indiana University Summer Language Workshop:
http://indiana.edu/~swseel/languages/details/Hungarian
·
CEU Summer University: http://www.summer.ceu.hu
·
Bard-CEU Summer Internship Program:
https://bard.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=45210
·
Debrecen Nyári Egyetem: http://www.nyariegyetem.hu/kurzusaink.php
·
Balassi Intézet: http://www.balassiintezet.hu/en/balassi-summer-university-2015/
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